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MN” 1 
The Riour HO NOURABLE 


Sir FRA NCIS CHILD Ku- 


1 O RD MA 2 7 0 N. 


And the Worſhipful the Goverxons 


of the ſeveral Hoseitats of the 
CITY of LON DON. 6 85 


Gentlemen SE 


8 Your Authority engaged 
the Publication of the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, give me 


Leave to make an Offeri ing Of it 
to Yeu, as the Firſt Fruits of my 
Labours, and as an Acknow ledg- 


ment Of that Duty, which O ul . 


have choſe to expreſs itſelf in the 


more ſafe and ſecret Services of 
' 7 Privacy 


— . — r " _ 


Privacy and Retirement but that 


| adventure any of my weak Perfor- 


ſtanc 
Patronage; if ſuch my Compli- 


will) be deemed a Preſumption, 
and my Obedience to Your Injunc- 
tions looked upon as the Effect of 
my Vanity; yet I hope that Your 
Authority will be my Excuſe, and 
that the ſame Power which endan- 


tion, permit me to remind You, 


_ tempt is a Nurſtling of Your own 


TM: 


Your Commands called it forth 


young and unequal to the open and 
hazardous Trial and Judgment of 3 
the V 


Vorld. 
T ſhould never have preſumed to 


mances to ſo ſevere a Teſt, bur in 
Compliance with Your repeared In- 
8, and in Confidence of Vour 


ance ſhould (as I fear by many it 


— —————— —— s e : 5 NN <2 JEET gh e e hls vent 
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gere will defend me. 
If J am too bold in this Expecta- 


Gentlemen, that this my early At- 


Adoption: 


my - ”24 Fea 00 WAMWGOAH $4 ws + { WO a dt ores 
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Adoption: And as it is Vour pro- 


vince and Glory to foſter the Poor 
and cloathe the Naked; I hope You 
will not let this Offspring of Your 
own Encouragement (Poor, I fear, 
and Naked of itſelf) paſs undiſtin- 
guiſhed by Your Compaſſion. But 
as it was brought up for the Service 


of thoſe Charities, which flouriſh 


under Your Management, that it 
may in ſome reſpect ſhare the Ad- 
vantages of Them, from Your Pro- | 

_ tection. 


T | am, 
Gentlemen, 
With the higheſt Rea. 
7 our moſt obedient, 
moſt humble, and. 
moſt. devoted Servant, , 5051 


Michael Ferrebee; 


| 1 | Gt Pe TE R, Chap. iii. Ver. 8 5 : 


Finally, be ye all of one Mind, having 
Compaſſion one of another ; Love as 


 Bretoren ; 3 be Pitiful. 
gers, which, unleſs timely obviated , muſt 


S": anavoidably enſue to the Church of Chrift , 


from the many Diſtractions and Animoſities ſprung 

up among her Members then diſperſed abroad; that 
they naturally tended to ſlacken their Duty of giving 
Glory to God on high, and to make of none Effect 

the great Aim and Intention of an Evangelical In- 
ſtitution, the Eſtabliſhment of Peace upon Earth, and 
Good. Mill towards Men; after having laid down ſome 
Rules in the foregoing Verſes of Bis Chapter, for 

the juſt Diſcharge of che Relative Duties incumbent 
upon married Chriſtians ; takes an occaſion, from the 
Unanimity of Temper neceſſary to be preſerved in 
the Conjugal State, to recommend a Similitude of 
Affection and Love to the whole Body and Com- 
munion of Chriff's Church, in the Words before us. 
Finally, : lays the Apoſtle, T0 3 TON), the End of 


5 all; 


T Peter re e the great Dan- 


t 2 1 

all; the main Scope and Deſign of my Advice and 
Inſtruction, is, to exhort you to a general Unity of 
Mind and Affection towards one another; without 
which, all my other Directions, relating to the more 
private and particular Guidance of your Behaviour 
and Converſation, of your Tenderneſs and Compaſ- 
ſion towards them you are more nearly concerned 
with, will be but of ſmall Advantage: Your Dil- 
poſition is not to be circumſcribed within the nar- 
row Boundaries of your own Family, encloſed with- 
in your own Walls; but extenſive to all Chriſtians 
whomſoever; productive of good Works, in com- 
paſſionating the Miſeries of your Fellow - Labourers 
in Chriſt; in renderly Inge with ec 

their en and in readily adminiſtring to their 
Neceſſities: Finally, be ye all of one Mind, 15 
Compaſſion one i another's; Love as Brethren ; 


| "OPM 


As theſe Words, if daly attended to, will give 
us a complete Rule of true Chriſtian Charity, Tabel - 
endeavour from them, 


Nirſt, To mark out the ſeveral Branches of chis our 
Duty, in reſpect to our general Behaviour. rowards one 
another: : And, P 


Secondly, To elk to the bleſſed Occaſion x 


our Aſſembliog here this Day; and to enforce that 
1 11k. more 


£32 


more particular Branch of i it, which theſe preſent truly 


great and illuſtrious Inſtances of Beneficence recom- 
mend and inſpire. 


Firſt chen, Be ye all of one Mind. 


Though by the Word Mind i is al underſtood & 
that ne e s Faculty we are endued with, by 
which each Man forms his particular Opinion or Judg- 
ment of Things; yet it ſometimes includes both tho 
inward Diſpoſition of the Will and Aﬀettions; and 
likewiſe the Manifeſtation of that Diſpoſition in our 
' outward Actions and Deportment. And in this 
Latitude of Signification mult the Word Mind in 
my Text be underſtood ; which does not {imply im- 
pluy a barren ineffective Opinion or judgment; but 
takes in that active Principle and Affection of the Soul, 
which engages us in the Work and Labour of Love, 
and diſplays itſelf in the ready Offices of Tenderneſs 
and Compaſſion. Be ye all of one Mind, ſays the 


Apoſtle, having Compaſſs on one l another, Love as 
Brethren. | A 


And this hos of he Word equenely occurrs 
to us in St Paul's Epiſtles; to ſupport which, I 
ſhall, from among many others, mention bur one 
Place im Rr Epiſtle to che Romans, Chap. xii. parallel 
to my Text; where the Apoltle, after ſundry Exhorta- 
tions to ha Practice of many Chriſtian Vertucs, a- 
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mong which are thoſe of diſtributing to the Neceſſities of 
the Saints, of being given to Hoſpitality, of rejoicing 
 wwith them that rejoice, and weeping with them that 
aveep ; ſubjoins this comprehenſive Direction, ver. 16. 
Be, ſays he, of the ſame Mind one towards another; 
that is, be all of ye mutually willing and ready to 
adminiſter Mercy, Loving Kindneſs, and Aſſiſtance to 
each other. OL I awe] 


It is indeed heartily to be wiſhed, that, in points 

of Religion and Truth, our Opinions were as Uniform, 
as in regard to Charity and Benevolence our Affections 
ſhould be Unanimous; that, according to our Prayers 
in the Church, All who profeſs and call themſelves 
Cbriſtiant, would bold the Faith in the Unity of the 


Spirit, and the Bond of Peace; that all who do confeſs 


God's holy Name, would agree in the Truth of his moſt 
holy Word; that the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem would 
fo aſſent with each other, that ſhe might be built as 
8 City, which is at Unity in itſelf | But ſince it 
weeds muſt that Offences will come; ſince Prejudice and 


Obſtinacy , Ignorance and Infidelity, Superſtition 


and Atheiſm are continually ſowing the Tares of 
Diſſenſion amongſt us; yer, though our own Un- 
derſtandings are not alike, and confequently our Judg- 
ments not uniform, we are not to widen the Breach 
ofs our Opinion, by breaking down the Cement of 
our Affection: We are not to hate, whom we can- 
not approve of; nor injuriouſly perſecute, whom we 


cannot 


£32 „ 


cannot perſuade: Though we cannot command our 
Judgments, our Inclinations we may; ſince Hu- 
0 manity is from our Will, though our Underſtand- 
ing is not. And, as Chriſtianity forbids us to call 
down Flames of Vengeance to confume; ſo does it 
command us to kindle and cheriſh a purer Fire of Love 
to embrace, whom we cannot convert. Though 
perhaps we difſent from, yet muſt we not be at 
Diſcord with, our Brethren. Difference of Opinion 
is no reaſon for the Deſtruction of Friendſhip ; 
and we may all of us be of one Mind, in this 
point, to be all of one Heart, though not all of 
one Opinion; conforming ourſelves to the Example 
of thoſe Primitive Chriſtians we read of, Acts iv. 
32. Aud the Multitude of them that believed were 
of one Heart, and one Soul: The Effect of which 
Unanimity was ſuch a diſintereſted Benevolence, 
that not any of them ſaid, that ought of the things 


which he poſe efſed was his own, as they had all me 


m C ommon. 


When the Soul is ſoftened with ſuch humane 
Diſpolitions when Brotherly Love, that Love of 
our Neighbour ſo ſtrongly recommended in Holy 
Scripture, is thus impreſſed upon our Minds; it 
will naturally flow out into the mild, the 8 
the friend Offices of a truly Chriſtian Converſa- 
tion. We then bear ourſelves gentle to all Men, 


and: patient. The Errors and Miſcarriages of our 
Neigh- 


61 


Neighbour, we then would willingly destek, but 
can readily forgive: Their Faults draw our Pity, 
beſpeak our Advice, but that without the Severity 
of Reprehenſion, or the ill natured Pleaſure which 
Malice reaps from the Misfortune of others: Envy 
Ay not the Affluence of the Rich; nor does 
Contempt inſult the Neceſſities of the Needy ; the 
Wealthy forget their ſcornful Reproof, and the Proud 
their Deſpitefulneſs. It is this general Diſpoſition of 
Good-Will and Humanity, which makes us forgiv- 
ing and forbearing ; , ealy to ourſelves, and accept- 


able ro others. We then caſt off the Yorks of the 
Fleſh, which are Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, 


Strife, Seditions, Enwyings ; and bring forth the Fruits | 
of the Spirit in Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuſfering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs. Hence we learn to 
think ſoberly and modeſtly 'of ourſelves; but cordi- 
ally and reverentiy of our Fellow-Brethren. We 
turn our Eyes within our own Boſoms, to pre- 
vent their being over- curious and prying into our 
Neighbours; are ſharp-ſighted to our own Failings, 
but e e hood. winked to his: For as we are 
not willing to receive any from, ſo are we careful 
to correct what may give any to Him. Nay, our 
very Faults in ſome meaſure render us mutually 
more affectionate to one another, when a juſt Sante 
.of them makes us more humble; for Mankind will 
naturally embrace with greater Tenderneſs ſuch, who 
are humbled under a due Conſcioulnels of their 


OWI 


own 1 Miſcarriages, han thoſe, ie exempt eln 


common Failures, ſtand not tb much in need of 
their OPIN: 


From beg üb „% of « one Mind in 4 
we ee enden vod to baniſh all raſh and male- 


volent Snſpicions; ill. natured and cenſorious Judg- 
ment; contemptuous and calumniating Expreſſion: 


We — rather to be deceived into a Good, 


though Falk, Opinion of others; than entertain a 


Hard, though True, one againſt them: We are for 


ſerting their Vertues in the brightelt Luſtre and 


Meridian Light; while we ſtudiouſly caſt a Veil over 


their Faults, "and in the room of our own, caſt theirs 


behind us: We receive the good Report of their 
Excellencies with higher Satisfaction, than that of 
our own; as ſuch Satisfaction ſavours not of Self- 
Aldnviration and Vanity ; and are unwilling to en- 
courage any injurious Cenſure or Reproach of them, 


as judging ourſelves much more liable to the ſame 


Reflections. 


Neither does our Good: Will ad Offices ſtop hers 
but are extended ro thoſe from whom we can ex- 
pect no Return, and to our very Enemies them- 
ſelves; as their Good, and not our Intereſt, is 
our Lieb ſt Regard Not that we by any means 


loſe our Reward ; ſince by ſuch our winning 


— and fofc Remonitances, we abu their 


g De 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Malice, diſarm their Reſentment, turn away their 

| Wrath, and heap Coals of Fire upon their Heads, 
2 to melt down and purify the Droſſineſs of their 
Mind, and, as it were, to new-mould them into 

| love and Reconciliation. The Wolf fall dwell with 
= the Lamb, the Leopard ſhall lie doum with the Kid, 

l the young Lion and the Fatling together; and a little 


_ Child ſpall lead them; Ilaiah xi. 6. 


Thus it is that we may fulfil the Apoſtles Di- 
rection laid down in the Text, of being All of one 
Mind in Chriſtian Charity and Affection, though 
not of the ſame Opinion and Judgment, if we will 
but endeavour after it; and ſurely it is our higheſt 
Duty ſo to do, if we conſider in the 


Firſt place, that by our very Appellation of Chriſtians, 
we are incorporated into the Myſtical Body of Chriſt : 
That we are one Body in him, and every one of us 
1 Members of one another. Hence how prejudicial 
4 mult it be, (as St Paul elegantly and judiciouſly ſets 
Ss forth, 1 Cor. xii. by an Analogy to the Natural 
| Body) how prejudicial muſt it be, J ſay, to the 
FD whole Frame, for one Member to aggrieve the other? 


* 


how unnatural, not to contribute our Aſliſtance ? 
1 | 5 a 
and how greatly injurious and affronting to the 


f Head, which cemented us together, who is Chriſt > | 
1 he very meaneſt Member in this Myſterious Cor- | 
bi pPoration, as in the Natural, has its diſtinct Uſe and | 
EEE = ; 


TF I 


Office, and ſhares the ſame Advantage with the moſt 
Honourable; neither can the moſt Honourable ſay 


unto it, 1 have no Need of thee; or, I am Vetter = 


than thou. If the ſmalleſt Member of our Body 
| ſmarts, the Whole ſymparhizes in its Pain: So is 
it, or at leaſt fo ſhould it be, with the Body of the 
Church of Chriſt. The Beſt, the Greateſt of us 

ſhould compaſſionately feel, and then we ſhould 
quickly relieve the Miſeries and Afflictions of the 
Meanelt : The molt diſtreſſed Members of our Com- 
munion ſhould be the moſt engaging Objects of 
our Concern; as we apply our chiefeſt Care to 

the moſt afflicted Part of our Body. They are 
made low, that they might beſpeak, and we exer⸗ 
ciſe, our Compaſſion; how unreaſonable then is it 
in us, not to beſtow it, merely becauſe they are fo ? 


It is a kind of wilfully fruſtrating the Deſigns and 
Providence of God, and of re jeling his Comſel againſt 


ourſelves ; by inhumanly neglecting the very Oppor- 


tunitles he vouchlafes to us of engaging his Fa- 
vour. 


Neither is the Diſtance ſet between us and them 
ſo great; no ſuch Gulph fixed, that we camot paſs to 
them, nor they to us. For 


Secondly, However "RY we may chin of our- 
ſelves; however high we may bear our Heads; yet 
are they, as contemptible as her may ſeem, our 

C ve 


Two]. 

very Pellow Brethren ind believe, that none of 
us will think it our Intereſt to diſown our Rela- 
tion at the Expence of Eternity. We are all de- 
ſcended from the fime Father, all new begot, born 
and baptized again in him, in the lame Laver of 
Regeneration. No Difference at the Font of our ne- 
Birth; no Diſtinction in our Adoption; but High 
and Lou, Rich and Poor, one with another, cry out 
wich one Voice and one Hope, Abba, Father. For 
ae have one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God 
and Father of us All, who is above All, and through 
All, and in us All: Wherefore with all Lowlineſs, 
and Meekneſs, with Long- ſuſtering, forbearing one another 
in Love, let us endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace ; till we all come in the Unity 
of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature 
of the Fulneſs of Chriſt : From whom the whole Body 
fitly joined together, and compacted by that which every 


Time ſupplieth, according to the effettual I: orking in 
the Meaſure of every Part, maketh Increaſe 97 "1 


| 1 unto the edifying of itſelf in Love, Eph. iv. 


When we are rightly grounded in theſe excenſive 

: and well-laid Fundamentals of Chriftian Charity, in 
being all of one Mind, in an univerſal Diſpoſition and | 
Affection of Humanity to all Mankind; our Love, | 
Pity and Compaſhon to our neceſſitous Brethren 
| will ſhoot themſelves out into the open Dilperſions 


t h 5 and 


. "4 £ 


ES» 
and Enlargements of Munificence, as the Fruit na- 
turally ripening from ſo rich a Tree; as with Glad- 
neſs of Heart we may this Day behold : This Day 
which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad 
in it. Which brings me to the Second Thing I 


propoſed; namely, | 
To ſpeak to the bleſſed Occaſion of our Aſſem- 
bling here this Day; and to enforce the more par- 
ticular Duty, which theſe preſent truly great and 
illuſtrious Inſtances of Beneficence recommend and 


And here, as in a Profpe& unbounded, and en- 
riched with all the Gifts of Nature, the Eye knows 


not where to fix her Delight on any ſingle Beauty, 5 


but with pleaſing Amazement travels over the Whole; 
in like manner the Mind, in this vaſt Survey of 
Benefaction, contents not herſelf with the partial Re- 
flection on any particular Branch of it, (though in 
icſelf eminently great) but glows with inward Rap - 
ture at the full Contemplation of ſuch complicated 

Bounty. Humanity kindles at the Thought, that 
it ſhould be ennobled with ſuch Tenderneſs, privileged 
with ſuch Inclinations, as to engage and enable it 
to act in Conjunction with its Almighty Creator, 
and, as it were, confirm (with the higheſt Reverence 
I ſpeak the Word) his Creation, by the Means 
vouchſafed to it of conveying Preſervation. Stupid 


1 ö 
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and inſenſible muſt be that Soul, eſtranged from 
Goodnels, alien from Nature, which, though per- 
haps removed from the immediate lafluenccs, yet 
partakes not in ſome meaſure, . which rejoices not 
with them aubo rejoice at the refreſhing Showers of 
theſe Charities, Charities, which confine not them- 
ſelves, as Rain dropping into a Gideon's Fleece, bur, 
like the Dew of the Morning, w water the whole 
Face of the Earth. Here Love is made perfect, from 
which Miſery finds a Patron, and Poverty a Friend; 
the Profligate his Amendment, and the Lunacck 
his Self: A Love! which diſcloſes its Courts, like 
thoſe of Heaven, to the Deſtitute, the Lazar, the Af- 
flicted: And whoſe Attention to the Eleyſon of Di- 
| ſtreſs is recompenſed with the Voice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving. A Love! which opens its Schools to 
the Ignorant, its Hoſpitals to the Sick, its Treaſures 
to the Indigent, its Tables to the Hungry, and its 
Diſcipline, not the leaſt of its merciful and whol- 
ſome Inſtitutions, to the Vagrant: Which not only 
extends itſelf to the Neceſſities and Infirmities of the 
Body; but even corrects the Depravities of the Will, 
and reduces the ſad and diſmal Tumults and Out- 
rages of the Underſtanding, by reinſtating upon the 
Mind that Ray of Divinity, which too often is di- 
ſturbed and over- clouded by the black and gloomy 
Accidents of Life. A Love! which, as it is the 
 Godlike Off- ſpring of that eternal r celebra- 


ted by Solomon, acts in a devout and religious Con- 
| formity 


TY 7 
formity and Reſemblance to her Parent: She hath 
builded her Houſes; fhe hath hewed out her Pillars, 
fre hath killed her Beaſts; fhe hath mingled her Wine , 
fre hath alſo furniſhed her Table; fre hath ſent for th 
her Maidens ; fre crieth upon the higheſt Places of the 

City, Whoſo is fimple, let him turn in hither ; as for 
him that wanteth Underſtanding, fee ſaith to his, Come, 
cat of my Bread and drink of the Wine which TI have 
mingled: Forſale the Fooliſh and live, and go m the 
Way of Underſtanding : And by thus ſtrictly obeying 
the Commands and Injunctions of infinite and eter- 
nal Love, her Lord and Maſter, Chriſt, in calling to 
her Feaſts the Poor, the Maimed, the Halt, and the 
Blind, ſhall the inherit the Bleſſing promiſed to ſuch 
diſintereſted Goodneſs, and be recompenſes at the Re- 


_ ſurreition of the Jap. 


; Truly oreat was Pe Bounty, (an Act never to 
be ſufficiently commemorated in this Place) which 
firſt gave Life and Spirit to theſe Undertakings. 
It has been known, that Princes, to make ſome 
Atonement for a paſt Life, roo deeply perhaps im- 
merſed in Vanity and Pleaſure, Luxury and Ambition, 


have, in the Evening of their Glory, at their quitting 


the Stage of Royalty and Power, wich an Heart 
then open, largely bequeathed to the Relief the Ne- 
ceſſitous, and the Services of God. And if ſuch 
Benefactions, the late forced Teſtimonies of a rectified 
Mind, and an awakened Conſcience, deſerve (as moſt 

Vie | UN- 


Ky — 
- ———————— — 


— — - 
— ——— —— —ů— — ä .ꝑ— — — w_ 
* ory ” Lf 9 
- 


undoubtedly they do) the Gratitude and Eulogia of 
Mankind; how much more are we indebted to theſe 
early voluntary Endowments of our truly Pious and 


Royal Founder? With what Superior Luſtre do they 
appear? What more exalted Praiſes muſt he deſerve 2 
A Prince, who even in the Infancy of his Years, may, 
from this his extenſive Affection and Benevolence to 


it, be ever juſtly ſtyled the Father of his Country, the 


Defender of his Faith; for we are aſſured by the Son 

of Sirach, that the Arms which he uſed, namely, 
WMutting up Alms in his Store-houſes, and laying up his 

Treaſures according to the Commandment of the moſt High, 


are better than a mighty Shield, or a ſtrong Spear. A 


Prince, who at the Head of the Pomps and Vanities 
of a Court, that dangerous Whirl-pool of Temp- 
tation, could even in his Youth, (an Age greedy of 


Pleaſure, and open to Allurement) withdraw himſelf 


from ſuch gaudy Infatuations, and direct his Majeſty 


to the Support of the Miſerable, and bow down his 


| Power to the Safeguard of the Depreſſed ; erecting 
Monuments of his Mercy for the Poor and the De- 
ſtitute, almoſt equal in their Magnificence, but far 


ſuperiour in their Entertainments, to the Palaces of 


Princes; eſtabliſhing to himſelf Courts, which even 


yet attend upon him, and at this Hour declare his 


Glory, far beyond all the tinſel Appearance of world- 


ly Grandeur, or the proud and pompous Retinue of 


the higheſt born of the Sons of Men; where Flat- 


tery finds no Encouragement, nor Diſſimulation 
| Ad- 


[WW] 


Advantage; where Immorality is diſcountenanced; 
Vertue ſupported, Religion propagated ; for hither 


the Tribes come up to give T hanks unto the Name of 
the Lord; whoſe Chambers are Plenteouſneſs, whole 
Walls are Peace, and are conſcious of no other Joys, 
than thoſe truly rational and heavenly Entertain» 


ments of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, Adoration and 
Love, in making the Lame Man to leap as the Hart, 


and them wwho dwell mm the Duft 70 ſing. 


I᷑t is the diſtinguiſhing Prerogative of Kings to be 


accounted of as the Vicegerents of the Almighty, that 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; and as it is in 
Conſequence their Duty, ſo is it their higheſt Glory to 
act in Conformity to their Divine Original, and 
behave as the proper Subſtitutes of omnipotent Per- 


fection, in diſplaying Acts of Mercy and juſtice. 
And ſurely, if ever Prince deſerved that Character; 
if ever thoſe ennobling Qualities of Human Na- 
ture eminently ſhone forth in any Perſon; they 
muſt be acknowledged to have united in that gra- 


cious Monarch we now commemorate, who hath 
made Mercy and judgment to kiſs each other; ſup- 
porting with one Hand the Indigent and Needy, 
correcting and reſtraining with the other the Immo- 


ral and Abandoned; diſtributing to the Neceſſitous 
the Comforts of Life, ſecuring to the Wealthy their 


Properties in it, by ſubduing the Froward to the 


Duties of it. 
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Let the Proud, the Cruel, the Ambitious Heroes 


of other Apes aggrandize their Fame by the Vio- 
lence of their Power; meaſure their Glory by the 
Extent of their Conqueſts; raiſe their Trophies Som 
the Spoils of the Orphan; join their Pæans with 


the Cries of the Widow, and write their Annals 
with the Blood of the Slaughtered. | 


Be it Thy Praiſe, 0 Edward! ! that OY Preben 


of thy People, was the Rule of thy Power; that 
_te 3 of thy Kingdom Was a hi Sceprer; ; that 
thy Throne was eſtabliſhed i n Jultice, and the 
Crown of Righteouſneſs thy 8 Thy Accla- 


mations ſhall be Thankigivings, the Proſperity of 


Orphans thy Trophies, and the Widow's Joy thy Glory. 


Pity meal; it bs mould this unparalle led Example | 


of Royal Bounty fail of its Influence, in not warming 
and animating our Hearts with a like Diſpoſition of 


Mercy and Benevolence; that it ſhould be accom- 


| Panicd only with the pompous Form and ceremo- 
nious Pageantry of a cold, unaffecting and barren 
Commemoration! We are apt enough to kindle 
into a falſe and milguided Ambition of imitating 
the Actions of Courts and Princes in the dangerous 
Cuſtoms of Luxury and Extravagance : : And ſhall 
this commendable and truly Chriſtian Generoſity, 


which comes down to us recommended from Roy- 


alty 


117 3 

alty itſelf alone eſcape our uſual Homage of Imita- 
tion? Charity, as it is the Badge and 'Characteri- 
ſtick of our Profeſſion, ſo is it the Seal and Aſſu- 
rance of our Redemption. Faith, indeed, opens 
Heaven to our Eyes, and Hope quickens and in- | 
ſpirits our Endeavours in our Pilgrimage towards 
it; but Charity alone can give us the Poſſeſſion 
of it. „„ SIE: 


This Vertue, therefore, ſo comprehenſive of all 
others, and diffuſive of itſelf, our Saviour, not long 
before his Death, enjoined his Diſciples, as his moſt 
favourite and beloved Command; breathes upon 
them as the moſt valuable Enjoyment, and be- 
queathes it to them, as his moſt ineſtimable Legacy. 
A New Commandment, ſays he, I give unto you, that 
you love one another as I have loved you, that ye al- 
ſo love one another. 


Now as Chriſt died for your Sakes, ſurely ye 
ought to let others live by you for his Sake. If 
he hath given you to enjoy plenteouſly, ought ye 

not to receive others into ſome Share of the ſame 
Joy, and not to think that to do others Good, is 
to do yourſelves Hurt? If freely he hath given you, 
ye ought likewiſe to be free in giving. If you reap 
largely from the Abundance of your Father, obght 
ye not to ſow to the Neceſſities of the Brethren? If 
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to you is meaſured out full Meaſure, preſſed „n and 
running over; how can you with-hold of your Plen- 
ty, when by ſo doing you turn that Plenty of Hea- 
ven into a Scarciry here upon Earth? If therefore 
Gratitude hath any Right to your Benevolence, or 


Duty any Power over it, the Love of our Saviour, 


full of Mercy, beſpeaks it; the of our 
Saviour, fall of end commands * 


- Nas moreover, not abs; the Goſpel enjoins it as 


our Duty, but Nature engages us to it as our In- 


clination; for by the ſympathizing Uneaſineſs and 
Anxiety we feel from the Sorrows of the Afflicted 


and Diſtreſſed, and from the inward Satisfaction 


and Complacency we receive from our adminiſtring 
to their Comforts and Relief, I dare appeal to the 


Hearts and Conſciences of all of you here, whether 


upon your Charitable Aſſiſtance to your miſerable 


Neighbours, you have not mourned when they have 


mourned, and whether their Song of Thankſgiving 


has not mail Melody in your Hearts to the Lord. 


Such Beneficence is as the Waterings of your Gar- 


dens, whoſe refreſhing Showers, though drawn from 


your own Ciſterns, flow in upon you again in an 


Abundance both for your Profit and Delight, 


„ And can * be Motives more preſſing of your 
Bounty, than ſuch Objects which the different Foun- 
ations here aſſembled, recommend? Arc they deſti- 


cute 


. —  — * - 
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tute of the Trealvies of this World? Embrace the 


Opportunity of laying up for yourſelves Treaſures in 


Heaven, and making yourſelves Rich towards God. 
Are they afflicted with the Miſeries of this Life? 
Soften by your ready Aſſiſtances their Griefs, that 
by thus ſowing in their Tears, ye may reap in Foy. 
Are they naked? As your Mercies are their Cloath- 
ing, ſo ſhall they be as Robes of Righteouſneſs to 
pyourſelves? Are they Hungry > Your Nouriſhment 
to them ſhall be Strength to your Navel, and Mar- 
rom to your Bones. Are they Thirſty 2 Your Chari- 
table Draughts ſhall come into Jour own Bowels like 
Water, and as the Streams of a living Fountain ſpring- 
ing up into your Souls. The Bleſſing of thoſe who are 
ready to periſÞ ſhall come upon you; and you ſhall cauſe 
the Witew s Heart to fing for Joy. When the Ear 
| hears you, it Hall bleſs you; and when the Eye ſees 
you, it ſhall give Wimneſs unto you; becauſe you have ß 


delivered the Poor that cried, and the Fatherle 5 


them who had none to help. 


The beſt, ds trueſt Honours we can pay to theſe 


1 is our ready Concurrence with their 
Deſigns; and the ſincereſt Thanks we can return to 
their Founders, is the Enrolment of ourſelves as Be- 
nefactors. The Ground- work of theſe Charities was 
Grſt laid at the Beginning of the Reformation; and 
may the Superſtructure increaſe with the Advance- 


ment of Proteſtantiſm ; then may the Church of 
England, 


Bur land: and her Pa Son, WS up F js Parable 4 | 
yin the Royal Pſalmif}, (though on another Occa- "1 
ion) and 475 I have brought a Vine out of. Egypt; 
in caſt hd the Heathen, and planred it. I made 
room for it; and when it had taken Root, it filed the | 
_ * ho: Hills were covered with the: Shadow of : 
it; and the Boughs Thereof avere like the goodly Cedar- | 


Dies: : She flretched out her Branches to the hs * 
-B ter 4 unto the River, = 


yet — ſeris faftura mepotibus unbram. 


2 


* 1 may have been too bold in urging 
an Encouragement to theſe Undertakings „ Which 
they moſt undoubtedy meet with, ſince the Ma- 
nagement and Direction of them are entruſted with 
dhe moſt diſintereſted, the moſt judicious, and moſt 
3 Ra. opulent Members of this City: May their Care and 
1 Vu.igilance meet with the Bleſſings of God, and the 
[Ws + grateful Acknowledgment of Men! May neither they 
nor their Poſterity ever be reduced to the Want of theſe 
V))ioounties, but ever enabled and willing to advance 
wdſkem! And may all ſuch- like Pious and Charitable 
Conſtitutions 1 ever productive of that End, for which 
they are chiefly intended, of giving Glory to God, 
eſtabliſhing Peace upon Earth, and Good-Will to- 
wards Men. Which God 45 his infinite Mercy 
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